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Geog-1110: Volcanoes
Volcanoes are one of the deadliest natural disasters that pose serious danger to human life in so many ways (Potter et al., 2017). For this reason, scientists have spent decades trying to understand these natural disasters and come up with methods of predicting volcanic eruptions in time to save as many human lives as possible. The documentary “Volcano Alert” focuses on how scientists work to develop mechanisms of predicting these eruptions. The documentary, which is fifty minutes long, provides in-depth analysis, provides detailed information and also includes a combination of evidence from scientific research and historical events to illustrate how devastating volcanic eruptions can be. The documentary, which is available on YouTube, is generally captivating to watch (Naked Science, 2017). Therefore, considering this, I would rate the documentary at a four-star. Even though I did not have any watch parties while watching this particular documentary, I would readily recommend it to my peers, especially those who are geography enthusiasts.
The general formulation of the documentary is excellent. The documentary begins by providing basic information about volcanoes, and then it shows a brief overlook of what s contained in the documentary (Naked Science, 2017). This helps the viewer in getting a general understanding of what they should expect. The documentary then includes different accounts of professionals who have dedicated their professional lives into studying the best methods to be used in predicting volcanic eruptions. These accounts, coupled with the witnesses’ accounts of individuals who have witnessed these eruptions, help in creating a vivid image in the mind of the viewer of how volcanic eruptions can be catastrophic. Therefore, the general assembly of the documentary is highly commendable. 
One factor that can significantly improve on the delivery of any documentary is the narration. In this documentary, the narrator significantly helps in delivering the message with the relevance it deserves. The narrator uses intonation to stress the crucial points that the viewer needs to take into consideration, assisting in gathering the viewer's attention. The narrator's use of analogies also helps the viewer in getting an in-depth understanding of relevant issues by relating these to commonly known items (Naked Science, 2017). Furthermore, the narrator uses humour to dilute the rather tense atmosphere that the documentary develops. The use of oxymorons helps in generating this humour. These features show how good the narrator is in delivering the intended message.  
The main aim of this documentary is to discuss the various methods that scientists can use to predict a volcanic eruption. In the documentary, several examples are provided, which show how the predictions or failure to predict volcanic eruptions have influenced the results of volcanic eruption events. By referring to Mount Helen's disaster in 1980, the documentary shows the devastating effects that may result due to the absence of effective predictive and warning mechanisms (Naked Science, 2017). Furthermore, the 1976 Guadeloupe volcano eruption prediction and the 1985 eruption of the Nevado del Ruiz are clear indications of the difficulties faced in predicting the eruption of volcanoes (Potter et al., 2017).
In conclusion, the documentary provides insightful information regarding the complexities associated with volcanic eruption predictions. Furthermore, the frightening images of the casualties and survivors of some of the deadliest volcanic eruptions experienced help in generating a feeling of awe, especially in viewers living close to volcanic mountains. Finally, I noticed the inclusion of religious beliefs used by the citizens of Naples to predict volcanic eruptions. This generates religious scepticism in the viewers and does little, if not nothing, in helping the viewer understand the science behind volcanoes (Naked Science, 2017). 
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